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for this purpose employs the word malignant to tie together several diseases 
essentially different, betokens a slovenly pathology worse than uselsss, for it is 
an immediate impediment to the advancement of our science. I have contended 
against it, and I hope to see it soon exploded. 

“ It is often asked me. when a specimen of disease is put into my hands for 
examination, whether it is ‘ malignant’ or not, to which I always reply, ‘ That 
is a question to be answered by the clinical history of the disease, but it is en¬ 
tirely outside the province of pathological anatomy.’ A disease may be highly 
malignant, like the eroding cutaneous ulcer or the squirre en cuirasse, and yet 
not be cancerous ; and I believe a growth may be found to be Cancer histologi¬ 
cally, and yet to have exhibited a comparatively Benign course in all its clini¬ 
cal features. 

“ The diagnosis of the so-called malignant diseases has been cast as an 
opprobrium against the faces of the rising school of scientific pathologists, be¬ 
cause they cannot reduce an equation essentially complex in its nature and the 
number of its terms, to a popular expression intelligible to those who will not 
go deeper than the a b c of our science. With tho words benign cancer, to 
use a term warranted by the days in which we write, I throw a shell into the 
opposite camp, the explosion of which will, I trust, help to carry away the 
mists of doubt, error, and unscientific pathology which crowd round the word 
malignant.” — Dublin Hospital Gazette, April 15, 1855. 

41. Hysterical Affections of the Joints. — F. C. Skev, Esq., in a clinical lecture 
delivered at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital (Jan. 19, 1855), made tho following 
remarks on these interesting affections, to which attention was first drawn 
about 20 years since by Sir B. C. Brodie. 

“ You will see abundance of hysteric hip affections, and in yet more abun¬ 
dance, hysteric affections of tho knee. So general are these forms of disease, 
that I declare I think less error would result if every example of disease of 
these two joints, not caused by accident, which occurs in young women between 
sixteen and thirty years of age, were treated as hysteria. I state this opinion 
with the less hesitation, because we rarely have much difficulty in detecting 
the real disease. We can distinguish the real from the Bpurious much more 
readily than we can detect the spurious from the real. An hysteric affection 
of a joint is marked, first, by the sex and age of the person—generally a female, 
and young; second, we have more pain than in real disease ; the pain is ir¬ 
regular—sometimes severe, sometimes entirely absent. On examination, the 
approach of the hand to the neighbourhood of the joint is attended by an excla¬ 
mation anticipatory of pain, and a shrinking from pressure, often with tears. 
Pain is expressed on slight, but not increased by heavy, pressure, and rough 
manipulation. You may boldly shake the entire limb while the patient’s 
attention is engaged in some collateral thoughts. The head of the femur may 
be boldly revolved in its socket, and the limb carried round in all directions, 
at first slowly, and then with gradually increasing force. 

“I saw a lady, some months since, of about thirty-five years of age, who was 
brought up to London for surgical advice, on account of a severe affection of 
the hip-joint which she had suffered from for some two or three years. She 
was on the point of leaving town when I paid her a single visit. When I 
entered the sitting-room of her lodgings, she was lying on the sofa. I requested 
her removal to a bed in the room adjoining. While being carried to bed, her 
cries were most distressing, and some few minutes elapsed before I was admit¬ 
ted. When I again saw her, she said she really feared she could not submit to 
be examined; but I tranquillized her by speaking kindly and gently, and she 
at length submitted. I watched her face while I extended my hand towards 
her joint, and I never saw suffering more clearly depicted. I laid my hand 
with the utmost gentleness on her trochanter, and very gradually pressed it 
against the bone, and she did not shrink. Distracting her attention to the 
early history of her case, I quite raised her thigh, and turned it first gently, 
and then with force, though slightly, in all directions, and I then struck my 
hand repeatedly, and with force, on the trochanter. Everybody round the bed 
appeared astonished; and well they might be; for such force, applied to a 
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joint that had been kept absolutely motionless for months, which appeared 
permanently inverted, and apparently abridged of its length, by reason of the 
curvature of the lumbar vertebra;, with a limb much wasted by inaction, might 
be deemed a curious expost of its past history. This lady’s health was wasted 
by long confinement and severe local and general depletive treatment. Of the 
result I know nothing, though I had one letter from the family, stating her im¬ 
provement. I should mention, that the especial reason which led to my opinion 
being taken on this lady’s case was to ascertain whether or not her femur was 
dislocated, and the question was not, judging from the appearance of the limb, 
an inappropriate one. The thigh was drawn up, considerably inverted, and 
apparently fixed. All the tissues were soft and flabby, and the limb extremely 
pale. Any attempt to move it with the consent of the patient was followed by 
acute suffering. On examination, the anterior spine of the ilium was drawn up 
by long-continued curvature of the lumbar vertebras, but the length of the 
entire limb was unchanged. 

“ The difficulty of these cases is greatly increased by the local appearance of 
disease. In hip cases, the position of the thigh is distorted—more or less 
fixed ; and the whole limb is inverted. In the knee examples, the joint is 
swollen, and often hot. It rests, however, perfectly straight in bed. In the 
former, we can detect the absence of that form of dislocation which its condi¬ 
tion simulates, by the normal relation of the trochanter major to the anterior 
spinous process of the ilium. We are rendered suspicious of the existence of 
true disease by the more advanced age of the hysteric patient; by the severity, 
and, at the same time, the irregularity of the pain ; and by the constitutional 
character of the patient. In the knee cases, although the joint is swollen and 
the skin hot, yet the cavity of the joint is, for the most part, free from an un¬ 
due quantity of fluid ; and the swelling, as has been remarked by Sir Benja¬ 
min Brodie, is confined to the sides of the ligamentum patellse. We more 
generally find irregular catamenia than otherwise, although this feature is not 
invariable ; and we have an hysteric diathesis on which to base our inquiries. 

“ In some cases, the harmony of the muscular action of the limb is entirely 
lost, and one set of muscles prevails in action over its antagonists. These in¬ 
subordinate agents are mostly those of flexion: the arm may be bent up to an 
acute angle at the elbow joint, or the fingers may be closed, or the thigh drawn 
forcibly and closely up on the pelvis, one example of which I have mentioned. 
Amputation of such limbs formerly practised left the diseased cause behind, 
but to be developed in other localities of the body. All these patients betray 
a weak condition of bodily health ; the pulse is small and quick; the tongue 
pale-coloured; and severe and chronic cases are generally coupled with more 
or less of emaciation and debility of frame consequent upon it. 

“ When local pain is a prominent symptom, it rarely fails to succumb to the 
external application of opium, combined with a moderately stimulating lini¬ 
ment, such as the compound soap liniment. It is needless to apply for aid to 
any form of opiate tincture; nothing short of the extract will suffice: and I 
commonly employ the fluid extract of opium—such as is now a good deal used 
by the druggists in the neighbourhood in which I reside, and to several of 
whom I have myself introduced it. 

“ The catamenia should, of course, be encouraged, but not forced; and, for 
general treatment, we must resort to iron, bark, good nutritious diet, with 
which a certain quantity of fermented liquor, whether beer or wine, in some 
form, should be combined. The profession is indebted to Sir Benjamin Brodie 
for an excellent practical work on this interesting subject."— Lancet, February 
24, 1855. 

42. Efficacy of Opium, in the Cure of Chronic Ulcers of the Leg. —Mr. F. C. 
Skey, in a clinical lecture, delivered January 12th last, at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, makes the following remarks on the efficacy of opium in the treatment 
of chronic ulcers of the legs:— 

“I venture to attribute to this remarkable drug (opium) the property of pro¬ 
moting the formation of healthy granulations on a surface that, notwithstanding 
all the previous appliances of surgerv, is yet flat, pale, and ungranulating. 
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